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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday 31 January 2012 at 7.00 pm  

 
Present 

Cllrs: R Kirk (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, Mrs J Brown, G Readman, J Fletcher, R Hudson and S Jackson. 

Ms J S Cumbor (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Cllr Mrs Moorhouse, Mr H Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent), Mr M 

Hamer (Apprentice), PC Glyn Jones, the D&S Reporter and 9 Members of the Public. 

 

1. Apologies  

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda - Declarations declared and noted with the relevant topic/s. 

 

3. Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

3.1 Play Area  

  The Great Ayton Play Project Group presented their investigations and aims to refurbishing the whole of the Play 

Area and confirmed that they had support and assistance from Roseberry School and were due to talk with Marwood 

School soon.   

 

  The Group asked if they could take over the Charity already set up for the Play Area to assist them in applying for 

suitable grants to fund the Project, the Parish Council agreed to this request.   The Group recognised that their 

commitment to the Project could be for 2 – 3 years.    

   

  PC Glyn Jones recommended that the Group contact the Police for assistance with the Project. 

 

  The Councillors did express doubt as to whether the Play Area could remain in this location.  The Cemetery 

Supertindent confirmed that half the Play Area would be needed for Cemetery purposes in approximately 5 years 

time; the Group confirmed that they were aware of this and were working on the basis of developing only half of the 

present area.   The Council suggested other possible sites should be considered, the Council would assist with this. 

 

  The Councillors welcomed the enthusiasm of the Group and thanked them for their work to date.  The Council 

confirmed their support and asked them to continue working with Cllr Mrs Brown on the Project.  The Group were 

asked to bring back costs for the Project and information about how to fund.  Cllr Jackson asked if part of the funding 

could be achieved through an S106 bid; Cllr Kirk stated the S106 priority list would be submitted in the next year. 

   

3.2 Library Update 

  Ian Pearce stated that a successful Open Day had taken place on 14 January.   66 Volunteers had come forward.  A 

name for the Facility would be decided through a ballot of those that had provided support and contact details.    

 

  Ian suggested that the Grand Opening Day be part of the Queen’s Jubilee Week Celebrations.   The Council thought 

this was a good idea and would include Ian in discussions with other Village Organisations about the Events. 

 

  The Council confirmed that they would nominate 2 Trustees to the Organization but these would not necessarily by 

Councillors.   Cllr Jackson was proposed by Cllr Readman and seconded by Cllr Mrs Brown; all Councillors agreed.   Cllr 

Kirk would approach a second person and propose at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

   

4. Minutes  

The minutes of the meeting for Tuesday 03 January 2012 were approved and signed. 

 

5. Police Business 

5.1 PC Jones advised that four crimes had been reported in January.    

 

7.30pm – Cllr Mrs Greenwell had to leave the Meeting to attend an emergency. 

 

6. Council Services Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report.  

 

7. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only) 

7.1 Village Hall – Carried Forward 

7.1.1 Planning Application for the removal at the rear of the Hall would expire in two days; the Tree Surgeon was arranging 

to carry out the works on 2 February.   Closed. 
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7.1.2 Additional ground clearance would take place alongside tree removal when the wood chipper will be used to assist 

clearance of green/wood debris from site.   Closed. 

7.1.3   Grant Application to complete and sign.   C/Fwd. 

7.1.4   Repair and repainting of the iron railings.  C/Fwd. 

 

7.2 S106 Projects – A separate Meeting would be held within the next few months.  C/Fwd. 

 

7.3 Junior Football Field - GAC&FC grant applications – Cllrs Readman and Mrs Brown and declared an interest with Cllrs 

Mrs Brown confirming she would not vote. 

 

 Cllr Kirk advised the Club were keen to achieve a 25 year lease on the Field immediately to assist with grant 

applications for future development.  Cllr Fletcher stated he felt that the Council should not apply to the Owner for 

an extension to the present Lease until this expired.   Cllr Jackson proposed that the Owner was contacted now with 

a view to renew and extend, Cllr Readman seconded the proposal; a vote was taken – two for the proposal and three 

against.   It was therefore resolved to do nothing until the lease was due to expire.   Closed. 

. 

8. Planning Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept decisions made in the Report. 

 

9. Correspondence and Information Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in 

the Report. 

 

10. Clerk’s Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

 

8.45pm – Cllr Mrs Greenwell returned to the Meeting. 

 

11. Accounts Report - The Report was received; it was resolved to accept the decisions made in the Report. 

    

12. Councillors’ Report 

12.1 Cllr Mrs Brown reported that the problem relating to cars parking over the footpath along the High Street was 

prevalent again.   It was agreed that as the previous exercise of putting notices on offending car windscreens had 

worked this should be done again.   Councillors were encouraged to carry the notices with them. 

12.2 Cllr Fletcher reported that the white lines on the north side of the Low Green needed repainting.  The Clerk was 

instructed to contact Highways concerning this. 

 12.3 Cllr Jackson commented that the PSG Minutes had stated that all litter bins could be used to deposit dog fouling and 

queried how this was being communicated.   It was confirmed that stickers had been placed on the bins.   Cllr Mrs 

Moorhouse advised that HDC were testing a special type of paint on footpaths that was supposed to deter dogs from 

fouling; if this worked Newton Road would be next to receive this treatment. 

 12.4 Cllr Readman reported he had witnessed to incidents that could have been serious on Newton Road at the kissing 

gate to the Hall Fields.   He advised that when exiting the kissing gates traffic coming down Newton Road could not 

be seen, and equally with the entrance being concealed the traffic could not see the pedestrian.    It was agreed to 

approach Highways to request a mirror be put up on Newton Road so the pedestrians would have better visibility. 

 

The next regular Parish Council Meeting will be Tuesday 28 February 2012 to be held at 7pm in the Children’s Room at the 

Friends Meeting House. 
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